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His pet aversion was Cleon the
Tanner, a cross, dull-witted old fellow
who led the Athenian mob. In " The
Knights" Aristophanes makes him a
bullying slave who runs the whole
household. Of course he is brought
to grief and is renovated by being
"boiled/* after which he becomes
quite youthful and sensible.

Another play of Aristophanes, " The
Wasps/' makes fun of the way in which
the Athenians were always going to law
about trifles, while in " The Birds " he
ridicules the ease with which they are
gulled by any impostor. But " The
Birds" is much more than a mere
comedy. Some of it is lovely lyric
writing with a wild sweetness hardly
equalled by any other poet except,
perhaps, Shakespeare. In " The Peace,"
too, there are charming descriptions of
country life.

" Lysistrata," or " The Strike of the
Wives," is most amusing, and in
" Plutus " Aristophanes writes in the
most modern way of the unjust dis-
tribution of wealth.

Virgil, the Magician.

The schoolboy best knows this
greatest of Latin poets by his " JSneid,"
the story of " JEneas the Trojan " who
is supposed to have been the founder of
Rome. That was his last and, in some
respects, his most wonderful work, but
it was not the one he liked best. He
preferred the " Georgics," those four
books which set out the whole art of
farming, the cultivation of trees and
plants, such as olives and vines, and
the breeding of horses and cattle.

This great poem occupied him for
seven years and raised him to the posi-
tion of the greatest poet of his age. As
for the " JEneid/' he was so dissatisfied
with it that he wished to burn it and
left this order in his will; but, for-
tunately, the Emperor Augustus dis-
obeyed his directions and we still have
the wonderful epic.

Virgil was born near Mantua, 70 B.C.,
and was partly of Celtic descent. He
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was tall, dark, quiet and not given to
much talking. We know that he was
always delicate. While he was still a
boy his father's land was confiscated,
but the governor of the province,
Asinius Pollio, was a man of letters
and had read some of young Virgil's
verse; so he sent the boy to Rome with
a letter to the Emperor. Though the
property was not restored, a sum of
money was given in compensation, and
within a very short time Virgil was
comfortably off. He had a villa at
Naples, and was able to work in com-
fort.

Driven by Poverty.
The Latin language is not nearly so
suitable for poetry as is classic Greek,
yet Virgil succeeded in writing in
Latin some of the world's greatest
poetry. He was a man of such good-
ness and character that the early
Christians called him the Prophet of
Christ among the Gentiles, and his
works ranked as sacred books. They
were actually introduced into the
Liturgy of the early Church,
It was the fashion for Roman aris-
tocrats to release slaves who could
purchase their freedom. The father
of Quintus Horatms FJaccus was a
released slave, and he gave to Horace,
his only child, an education such as few
but the sons of rich men obtained,
He finished at Athens, and was still
there when the murder of Julius
Caesar caused civil war to break out
in Italy.
Horace came back and joined up
with Brutus and the Republicans.
Though only twenty-one, he was made
an officer. The Republicans were
badly beaten, and although Horace got
of! unhurt, aU his property was con-
fixated and be was left without a
penny. He managed to get work in the
Civil Service, but it was so poorly paid
that, as he says himself, he was driven
to make verses in order to live.
These verses attracted the notice of
Maecenas, the rich and powerful Roman,